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AmenJ^t attts to tilc Claims 

1 Claim 1 (currently amended): A method of handling timc-saisttive messages, comprising steps 

2 of: 

3 tnaiking a messag e, bv a creator thereof, as time-sensitive; 

4 genHing the marked message from a computing device of the creator to a computing 

5 device of a recipient for whom the message was creatg^ such that when the marked message is 

6 iweived at [[a]] ^ computing device of the recQ)ient, it will automaticaUy be r^ered to the 

7 recipien t and the recipient will be force d to respond thereto, wilhin a time period of the time- 

8 sensitivity; and 

9 automatically receiving a reply fiom the recimai L sent from the co mputing device of the 

10 recipient to the computLna device of the creator following the recitrient^sj nesponse thereto 

1 1 reg ar d ing tiie marked message within the time period of the time-sensitivity. 

1 Claim 2 (cuiraidy amended): Tliemefhod according to Claim 1, wherein the marking step 

2 further comprises tudiVatinpr^ hy the crea tor^thayt whetficf snoozing is allowed by the recipient for 

3 this messag e, such that the recipient will bc_alIowed to temoorarilv delay tfie rcspooseJOJtfae 

4 rendered message with in the titn g period of the tiroe-sensttivitv - 

1 Claim 3 (cuirently amended): The method according to Claim U wherein tiie marking step 

2 further comprises indicati ng, bv the creator, an ending time for the time period of the time- 

3 sensitivity of the message* 
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1 Claim 4 (currently amended): The method acconling to Claim 3, herein the marking step 

2 further comprises indicatin g, bv the creator, a starting time for the time period of the time- 

3 sensitivity of the message. 

1 Claim 5 (cuiicntly amended): The method according to Claim 1 , jfiirtber comprising the steps o£ 

2 receiving the marked message at the computing device of tte recipient; 

3 deteimimng whether the time period of the tune-sensitivity of the received message has 

4 been reached; and 

5 requiring the received message to be rendered to the recipien t and forcing the ledpieot to 

6 respond ifa eretn^ wTthin the trm e period of thc time-'Sensitivity if so. 

Claim 6 (canceled) 

1 Claim 7 (cuxrently amended): A m^hod of in^proving dectronic communicarions, comprising 

2 steps of: 

3 receiving a plurality of eleotiomc messages [[by]] at a ocmiputing device q>f a recipient to 

4 vfhom the etectronic mess^es are addressed; and 

5 evaluating the received electronic messages for j^ocessing bv the computing device. 

6 further comprising steps of: 

7 determining whether a selected one of tte received electronic messages is time- 

8 sensitive; and 

9 requiring the selected one to be tendered to the recipient- and forcinf r the recipient 
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1 0 to respond thcrctOv within a time period of time-sensitivity if [[so]] the determi ning hs^^ 5^ 

11 positive result and the time period of the time-sensttivity has been reached but not exceeded. 

Claim 8 (canceled) 

1 Claim 9 (cuirently amoided): The method according to Claim 7, further cominising the steps of: 

2 detertnixiing, when the selected one is time-sensitive and [[a]] ^ time peri od of the time- 

3 sensitivity 1^ been reached but not exceeded, whether snoozing is allowed for the selected one; 

4 and 

5 if so, allowing the recipient to delay the response to the selected .one j^ldyiAj: thfi 

6 requiriog step until a lat^ time^ wherein the later time [[is]] remaim within the time period of the 

7 time-sensitivity. 

1 Clcdm 10 (original)^ method according to Claim 7, v^erein the evaluating step further 

2 comprises the step of: 

3 determining, when the selected one is time-sensitive and the time period of the time- 

4 sensitivity has been reached but not exceeded, whether snoo^ir^g is allowed for the selected one; 

5 ami 

6 if so, allowing the recipient to suppress the requiring step only while (1 ) a starting time of 

7 the time period has hem reached but (2) an ending time of the time period has not been reached. 

1 Claim 1 1 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 7, further comprising the 
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2 [[steps]] st^ of: 

3 reqt t ii ii g the r cc ipc n t t o create a jresponse L o the reuidcred selected one; and 

4 fifindin|7 a nntificatinn nf the response to a pomputmg device of a cteator seaict of the 

5 rendered selected one. 

1 Claim 1 2 (original): The method according to Claim 7, further comprising the step of 

2 determining whether processing of the rendered selected one is complete, and if not, 

3 rememhering the rendered selected one for subsequent evaluation at a later tin^, wherein the 

4 later time is within the time period of the time-sensitivity. 

Claim 13 (canceled) 

1 Claim 14 (original): The method Mcotding to Claim 7, wherein Ae electronic messages are e- 

2 mail messages. 

1 Claim 15 (original): The method according to Claim 7, wherein the electronic messages are 

2 electronic calendar events. 

1 Claim 1 6 (original): The method according to Claim 7, wherEin the electronic messages are to- 

2 do items. 

1 Claim 17 (cmrently amended): The method according to Claim 7, ftirther comprising the steps 
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2 of: 

3 determinii^ wlien the selected one is time-sensitive and [[a]] ttie time penoA of the time- 

4 sensitivity is approaching or has been reached but not exceeded, whether a hierarchy of event 

5 notification techniques has been dejfined for various intervals of tfje time-sensitivity, and if so, 

6 selecting a recipient notification tedmique which corresponds to an amount of time in the time 

7 period in addition to or iiistead of Ae stqj of requiring the selected one to be rendered to the 

8 recipient. 

1 Claim 1 8 (cunratly amended): A system for handling time-sensitive messa^s, comprising: 

2 means for marking a message, bv a creator thereof, as time-sensitive; 

3 means for sending the marked message from a computing device of the CJCeatOC to a 

4 computing device of a recipient for whom the message was created, such that when the marked 

5 message is received at [[a]] tibe computing device of the recipient, it will automatically be 

6 rendered to the recipien t and the recipient will be forced to response thereto, within a time 

7 period of the time^sensitivity; and 

8 means for automatically recei\dng a reply from the recipien t, sent jBrom the computing 

9 device of the recipient ; ||> th^ c^^^ Tuting device of tte creator following the recipient^jSjpesponse 
10 thereto tce arding t he mariced message within the time period of the time-^aisitivitv> 

1 Claim 1 9 (currently amended): The system according to Claim 1 8, wherein the marking means 

2 further comprises means for indicatin g, bvthe creator, an ending time for the time period of the 

3 time-sensitivity of the message. 
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1 Claim 20 (ctureiitly amended): A system for improving electronic communications, comprising: 

2 means for receiving a plurality of dectronic messages [[by]] at a computingjievipejQf a 

3 recipieut to whom tbe electronic messages are addressed; 

4 means for determining wheth^ a selected one of the received electronic messages is time- 

5 sensitive, and if so, whether a time period of the time-sensitivity has been reached buttK)t 

6 exceeded : and 

7 means for requiring the selected oite to be rendered to the redplfint ^ ai ^ d f ^ Tcjlfi p ih& 

8 recipient to respond tfiereto, with in the time period of the time-sensxtivitv if so. 



Clahn 21 (canceled) 

X Clahn 22 (curreotly amended): A computer program product for handling time-sensitive 

2 messages^ the computer program product ^bodied on one or more computer-readable media 

3 and comprising: 

4 computer-readable program code means for marking a messag eJaLa cre^rifaereot as 

5 time-sensitive; 

6 computer-readable program code means for sending the marked message fxoma 

7 computii^^ device of the creat or to a computing device of a recipient for whom the message was 
6 created, such that when the maiked message is received at [[a]} 1^ contputing device of the 

9 recipient, it will automatically be rendered to the recipien t and the recipient will be forced to 

1 0 respond tfaereto^ within a time period of Ac timc-scnsitivity; and 
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1 1 computej^read^k pjrogram code means ftwr autotnaticaUy receiving a reply flom the 

12 reciDicn L sent from the computing device of the recipient to the computinp device of the creator 

1 3 following the recipient's tesponse thereto i c gaiJiiiqi Uw luaikcd m e ssage w ithin the time period 

14 of the luTO-sensitivity. 

1 Claim 23 (currently amended): The computer program product accorditjg to Claim 22, v^icrein 

2 the computer-readable program code means for marking further comprises computer-readable 

3 program code means for indicati ng, bv the creator, an ejoriing time for the time period of the time- 

4 sensitivity of the message. 

1 Claim 24 (currently amended): A computer program product for improving electronic 

2 cotnmunicationsa the computer program product embodied on one or more computer-readable 

3 media and comprising: 

4 computer-readable program code means ibr receiving a plurality of etectronic messages 
^ [[by]] jat_a_computtinf£ device of a recipient to whom the electronic messages are addxesscd; 

6 computer-readable program code nwans for d^emmining whether a selected one of the 

7 received electronic messages is time-sensitive, and if so, M^iether a time period of the time* 

8 sensitivity has been reached but not exceeded: and 

9 oonrput^-readable program code means for requiring the selected one to be rendered to 

10 the recipien L and forcing the rectpienLtOJCespond thereto, within tha time period of the time- 

11 sensitivity if so. 
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Claim 25 (canceled) 

1 Claim 26 (i^): The method accotding to Claim 7, wherein the requiring step fiuther comprises 

2 the steps of: 

3 automatically starting execution of an application for rendering the selected one, at the 

4 computing device of the recipient^ if the execution of the application is not currently started; 

5 automatically bringing a window rendered by the application to a foreground of a display 

6 of the computing device and making the window active; 

7 automatically rendering the selected one in the active window; and 

8 requiring the recipient to take action with the selected one before performing any other 

9 tasks with tfie a{q)Hcatton. 
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